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News Articles Reporting on Possible 5th Nuclear Test Leading to 7th Party Congress (Korean and English) 

Date News Outlet Article Title Source Quote 

4/25/16 YTN Radio 
(KOR) 

北 5차 핵실험 예고, 
사이버테러로 번질 가능성↑ 

Koh Young-hwan, Assistant 
Director of the Institute for 
National Security Strategy, 
National Intelligence Service 

"조금 더 지나서, 5월 5, 6일 전후로 핵실험이 벌어질 수도 
있다고 생각." 

4/28/16 Yonhap  
(KOR) 

외교2차관 "北 5차 핵실험 
강행시 새 제재결의 즉각 
추진" 

Cho Tae-yul, 2nd Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

"여러 정황을 감안할 때 6일 당대회 전후로 북한의 추가 
도발 가능성이 있는 것으로 예상된다," "만약 엄중한 
국제사회의 경고에도 불구하고 북한이 5차 핵실험을 강행할 
시 미국, 중국, 러시아 등 공조 하에 안보리 결의를 더 
강화하는 신규 제재를 추진할 것" 

4/28/16 JTBC  
(KOR) 

박 대통령, NSC 주재 북한 
5차 핵실험 대응 논의  

President Park Geun-hye 
"북한이 7차 당대회를 앞두고 추가 핵실험을 준비해 왔는데 
지금 마음만 먹으면 언제라도 기습적으로 5차 핵실험을 할 
수 있는 상태" 

5/2/16 MBC News 
(KOR) 

국방부 "北, 당대회 전후 
기습적 핵실험 가능성" 

Moon Sang-gyun, South 
Korean Defense Ministry 
Spokesman 

"북한의 의지와 행동을 감안해 볼 때 당 대회 전후로 
기습적인 추가 핵실험과 미사일의 추가 발사 가능성이 
있다고 보고 감시, 대응태세를 지속적으로 유지하고 있다" 

5/3/16 Yonhap  
(KOR) 

황 총리 "북 도발에 
대비태세 유지…유사시 
강력 응징" 

Hwang Kyo-ahn, Prime 
Minister 

"북한이 수차례 탄도미사일을 발사하는 등 무모한 도발을 
멈추지 않고 있으며, 제7차 당 대회를 전후해 5차 핵실험 등 
추가 도발 가능성에 대한 우려가 제기되고 있다" 

5/4/16 
Yonhap News 

TV 
(KOR) 

북한 당대회 D-2…군 “추가 
도발 가능성” 

Ryu Jae-Seung, head of the 
Defense Ministry's Policy 
Office 

“풍계리 핵실험장은 상시 핵실험 가능상태이고 당 대회 전 
김정은 성과쌓기의 일환으로 추가 핵실험 가능성이 있으며 
탄도미사일 개발에 집착하고 있습니다.” 

5/4/16 Yonhap  
(KOR) 

통일부 "북 7차 당대회 
목적은 김정은 체제 공고화" 

Jung Joon-hee, Ministry of 
Unification Spokesperson 

"북한의 준비상태를 고려할 때 언제든지 핵실험은 
가능하다고 판단하고 있다." "그렇기 때문에 우리는 그 
상황을 예의주시하고 있고, 대비태세를 계속 유지하고 
있다" 

4/18/16 Associated 
Press 

South Korea says North is 
preparing for 5th nuclear 
test 

President Park Geun-hye 

President Park Geun-hye said that North Korea could carry 
out such a test to try to bolster morale as the country deals 
with tough international sanctions imposed after it 
conducted a fourth nuclear test and a long-range rocket 
launch earlier this year. 

4/18/16 Washington 
Post 

North Korea could be 
preparing for fifth nuclear 
test, South Korea’s Park 
warns 

President Park Geun-hye “Recently, signs of preparations for a fifth nuclear test have 
been detected.” 

4/27/16 
United Press 
International 

(UPI) 

KCNA: North Korea to hold 
rare party congress May 6 

National Intelligence Service 
(indirect quote) 

"North Korea has finished taking steps toward a fifth 
nuclear test, Kim only has to say the word." "Tunnels to the 
[underground] nuclear site and nuclear materials are 
ready." 

4/28/16 Reuters 
North Korea to open ruling 
Workers' Party congress on 
May 6 

Jung Joon-hee, Ministry of 
Unification Spokeperson 

"Considering the state of readiness at the nuclear test site, 
it's our view that a nuclear test can happen at any time." 

4/28/16 New York 
Times 

North Korean Missile Test 
Fails, South Says, Bringing 
String of Crashes to 3 

President Park Geun-hye 

President Park said "there were signs that another nuclear 
test by North Korea might be imminent. Such a test would 
provoke more sanctions and leave the North with 'no 
future,' she warned." 

5/2/16 Yonhap 
(English) 

N. Korea could conduct 5th 
nuclear test around party 
congress: Seoul 

Moon Sang-gyun, South 
Korean Defense Ministry 
Spokesman 

"The government assesses that North Korea appears to 
have completed its preparations for the nuclear test." 

5/8/16 Washington 
Post 

North Korea announces 
five-year economic plan, its 
first since the 1980s 

South Korean officials  
(indirect quote) 

South Korean officials continue to warn that a fifth test 
could be imminent. 

 

http://www.ytn.co.kr/_ln/0101_201604250856043085
http://www.ytn.co.kr/_ln/0101_201604250856043085
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/04/28/0200000000AKR20160428038600001.HTML
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/04/28/0200000000AKR20160428038600001.HTML
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/04/28/0200000000AKR20160428038600001.HTML
http://news.jtbc.joins.com/article/article.aspx?news_id=NB11223447
http://news.jtbc.joins.com/article/article.aspx?news_id=NB11223447
http://imnews.imbc.com/replay/2016/nw1200/article/3959203_19821.html
http://imnews.imbc.com/replay/2016/nw1200/article/3959203_19821.html
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/05/03/0200000000AKR20160503095500001.HTML
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/05/03/0200000000AKR20160503095500001.HTML
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/05/03/0200000000AKR20160503095500001.HTML
http://www.yonhapnewstv.co.kr/MYH20160504005600038/?did=1825m
http://www.yonhapnewstv.co.kr/MYH20160504005600038/?did=1825m
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/05/04/0200000000AKR20160504078000014.HTML
http://www.yonhapnews.co.kr/bulletin/2016/05/04/0200000000AKR20160504078000014.HTML
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/dc6581f769a249ab86ccd67bf239f2ae/south-koreas-park-says-north-preparing-5th-nuclear-test
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/dc6581f769a249ab86ccd67bf239f2ae/south-koreas-park-says-north-preparing-5th-nuclear-test
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/dc6581f769a249ab86ccd67bf239f2ae/south-koreas-park-says-north-preparing-5th-nuclear-test
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/north-korea-could-be-preparing-for-another-nuclear-test-south-koreas-park-warns/2016/04/18/a3acd276-42f0-4da5-a2bb-2c21008f0c92_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/north-korea-could-be-preparing-for-another-nuclear-test-south-koreas-park-warns/2016/04/18/a3acd276-42f0-4da5-a2bb-2c21008f0c92_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/north-korea-could-be-preparing-for-another-nuclear-test-south-koreas-park-warns/2016/04/18/a3acd276-42f0-4da5-a2bb-2c21008f0c92_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/north-korea-could-be-preparing-for-another-nuclear-test-south-koreas-park-warns/2016/04/18/a3acd276-42f0-4da5-a2bb-2c21008f0c92_story.html
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/27/KCNA-North-Korea-to-hold-rare-party-congress-May-6/9551461776179/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2016/04/27/KCNA-North-Korea-to-hold-rare-party-congress-May-6/9551461776179/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-congress-idUSKCN0XN2UX
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-congress-idUSKCN0XN2UX
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-congress-idUSKCN0XN2UX
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/29/world/asia/north-korea-missile-test.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/29/world/asia/north-korea-missile-test.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/29/world/asia/north-korea-missile-test.html?_r=0
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/05/02/67/0401000000AEN20160502005900315F.html?f6603fc0
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/05/02/67/0401000000AEN20160502005900315F.html?f6603fc0
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2016/05/02/67/0401000000AEN20160502005900315F.html?f6603fc0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/north-korea-announces-economic-plan-after-unprecedentedly-grim-struggle/2016/05/08/c84088e2-1214-11e6-a9b5-bf703a5a7191_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/north-korea-announces-economic-plan-after-unprecedentedly-grim-struggle/2016/05/08/c84088e2-1214-11e6-a9b5-bf703a5a7191_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/north-korea-announces-economic-plan-after-unprecedentedly-grim-struggle/2016/05/08/c84088e2-1214-11e6-a9b5-bf703a5a7191_story.html

