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[Translator's note: All instances of “powerful socialist state” in this article refer to sahoejuu’i
kangso'nggukka, or A}F3] 9] 74 = 7}.]

To each country and nation, there is no work more important than to strengthen national defense
capabilities.

The respected and beloved Comrade Kim Jong Un said the following;:

“Strengthening national defense capabilities is the state affair of state affairs, and on the powerful gun
barrel rest the dignity of the fatherland and the happiness and peace of the people.”

Strengthening national defense capabilities is the state affair of state affairs—this means strengthening
national defense capabilities is the most important work among national projects, and that it is work
where maximum efforts must be directed toward strengthening national defense capabilities.

Strengthening national defense capabilities is the state affair of state affairs because, above all else,
strengthening national defense capabilities is the fundamental guarantee for firmly safeguarding the
dignity and sovereignty of the country and nation and socialist achievements from the imperialists’
maneuvers of aggression.

Military affairs arise as a question of key importance determining the victory or defeat of the revolution
and the rise and fall of the country and nation under the condition where the struggle for the popular
masses’ cause of independence and cause of socialism are accompanied by a contest of strength between
imperialism and all kinds of anti-revolutionary forces.

[We] must give importance to the gun barrel and strengthen national defense capabilities if [we] are to
adhere to the dignity and sovereignty of the country and nation and advance the popular masses’ cause of
independence. [We] cannot realize the independence of the popular masses if the gun barrel is weak.

In particular, under the condition where the imperialists are outrageously trampling on and violating the
sovereignty of other countries by force of arms, strengthening national defense capabilities arises as a vital
issue in realizing the independence of the country and nation. No matter how much an economy or
culture advances, one becomes a slave to imperialism if the gun barrel is weak. This is the truth proven by
history.

In today’s world, where the imperialists recklessly wield violence and everything is determined by force,
one cannot defend the sovereignty and dignity of the country and nation without strong national defense
capabilities. One cannot but sound out the views of and curry favor with the imperialists if national
defense capabilities are weak, irrespective of how big one’s population or how large the territory, or how
much the economy and science and technology have advanced. If one’s strength is weak, one does not
even have anywhere to go to implore, even when one’s state sovereignty is being infringed upon and one is
subject to economic plunder. This is shown well by the lessons of some countries like former Yugoslavia,
Afghanistan, and Iraq, which were vanquished in military confrontations with imperialism owing to their
failure to make due efforts to strengthen self-defensive national defense capabilities.
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When [we] have [our] own powerful national defense capabilities can [we] triumph in the revolution,
safeguard the triumphant revolution, and independently carve out the destiny of the country and nation.
The victory of the cause of the revolution and the sovereignty, independence, and prosperity of the
country and nation lie in strengthening national defense capabilities.

Strong national defense capabilities are a decisive factor for defending the sovereignty of the country and
nation, the destiny of the fatherland, and the happiness of the people today.

Today, the maneuvers of aggression by the US imperialists and their follower forces, who are trying to
crush our Republic and cover our nation with nuclear ravages, continue and are becoming even severer by
the day, and strengthening the country’s military capabilities and further advancing the national defense
industry arise as the foremost strategic tasks in the revolution and construction.

During the period of the arduous march and forced march, the reckless anti-Republic crushing maneuvers
of the US imperialists and the imperialist allied forces, who were trying to eliminate our socialism,
reached the extreme, and instead of [giving] on-the-spot guidance to plants and enterprises, the great
general ceaselessly continued along a path of on-site inspections at People’s Army units and firmly
consolidated self-defensive national defense capabilities with his unique military-first politics and
military-first revolutionary leadership.

Our army and people have been able to safeguard dignity and honor as independent people and
independent life-guardsmen and firmly safeguard socialism at a fateful life-or-death juncture. This is
because they had invincible revolutionary armed forces who were brought up at the hands of the great
men of Mt. Paektu and possessed a modern national defense industry.

Today, our People’s Army has grown into one strong in ideas and faith who death-defyingly defends the
Ku’'msusan Palace of the Sun and the party Central Committee, as well as an invincible powerful army of
Mt. Paektu possessing perfect marksmanship, ironclad physical strength, and a strong sense of discipline.
Moreover, our national defense industry has developed into a powerful national defense industry capable
of manufacturing modern arms and equipment at will.

Like this, strengthening national defense capabilities is a fundamental guarantee for safeguarding the
dignity and sovereignty of the country and nation and the gains of the revolution.

Next, strengthening national defense capabilities is the state affair of state affairs because strengthening
national defense capabilities is a firm guarantee for successfully building a powerful socialist state.

For as long as imperialism exists, those countries that do not possess their own powerful national defense
capabilities cannot accelerate the revolution and construction successfully. Aggression and plunder are
the true nature of, and methods of survival for imperialism. Hence, one cannot open up a path of a
country and nation’s sovereignty, independence, and prosperity without subduing the aggression and
plunder of imperialism.

In order to repel military threats and challenges from imperialism and successfully accelerate the
revolution and construction, [we] must further strengthen self-defensive national defense capabilities.

Strengthening self-defensive national defense capabilities is a mandatory prerequisite for safeguarding

the region’s peace and security and is an important guarantee for accelerating the development of society
and the revolution.
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In the wake of World War II alone, the imperialists fabricated dozens of local wars and military revolts,
big and small, in all parts of the world, in opposition to independent forces and progressive countries.
They also perpetrated armed interference. Even now, the imperialists, including the US imperialists,
militarily threaten and blackmail those countries that are advancing on their own strength, considering
them as thorns in their flesh.

The US imperialists and South Korean puppets, in particular, are viciously waging endless military
exercises and sanctions maneuvers in order to isolate and crush our Republic, which is building a
powerful socialist state even under difficult conditions. Under these conditions, [we] cannot guarantee the
prosperity of the country and nation, nor can we build a powerful socialist state, without powerful
national defense capabilities.

Strengthening national defense capabilities guarantees a peaceful environment and favorable
international relations for building a powerful socialist state.

Creating a peaceful environment is an essential condition for constructing a powerful socialist state by
accelerating the revolution and construction.

Powerful state [kangso'nggukka; “+“d = 7}] construction can be vigorously accelerated where powerful
national defense capabilities have been built. However, it cannot be accelerated, nor can a country and
nation’s prosperity be achieved, where the imperialists’ aggression and obstruction maneuvers cannot be
warded off. Hence, if one is to achieve a country and nation’s prosperity and accelerate social
development, one should eliminate war and guarantee a peaceful environment.

As long as there remains imperialism, the strangler of global peace and security, the only way to guarantee
peace is to build powerful national defense capabilities and resolutely smash imperialist maneuvers
toward aggression.

Only when [we] subordinate everything to military affairs and build powerful national defense capabilities
can [we] defend peace and also vigorously accelerate the construction of a powerful socialist state.

In addition to ensuring peace, exercising perfect sovereignty and equality in foreign relations and
advancing international relations on the principle of reciprocity are one of the important conditions for
accelerating the construction of a powerful socialist state.

Under today’s conditions, where exchanges and cooperation are becoming brisk on a global level, this
arises as an even more important issue.

No matter how the economy has advanced or how science and technology have progressed, [we] cannot
exercise the right to speak on the international stage without [our] own powerful national defense
capabilities. This is today’s reality. Without [our] own powerful national defense capabilities, [we] will be
oppressed by great powers’ pressure, and [our] abundant resources and advanced technologies will also
be plundered. Hence, if [we] are to forge favorable international relations for building a powerful socialist
state and promote socialist construction on an equal footing as other countries, on the principle of
reciprocity, filling one another’s needs, [we] need to give priority to military affairs and build powerful
national defense capabilities.

Strengthening national defense capabilities guarantees rapid economic advancements by rejuvenating the
entire socialist economy through the priority development of the national defense industry.
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The national defense industry and heavy industry are closely intertwined so as to be inextricable. The
national defense industry is founded on heavy industry, and the development of the national defense
industry cannot be thought of apart from the development of heavy industry.

When the national defense industry advances, this sector’s latest science and technology are disseminated
to various sectors of the people’s economy, including heavy industry, and demand for heavy industry
products grows rapidly. This lends impetus to the development of heavy industry.

The development of the national defense industry is premised on the priority development of heavy
industry. Therefore, if [we] advance the national defense industry, [we] end up promoting the priority
development of heavy industry, and based on the priority development of heavy industry, [we] can also
rapidly advance light industry and agriculture.

This shows that strengthening national defense capabilities is an important guarantee for vigorously
accelerating socialist economic construction.

Today, our Republic continues to make great efforts to strengthen national defense capabilities under the
respected and beloved Comrade Kim Jong Un’s leadership, and it displays its might as an invincible
military power that no enemy can hurt.

Our army and people should positively contribute to strengthening the country’s national defense
capabilities in every way by upholding the respected and beloved Comrade Kim Jong Un’s military-first
revolutionary leadership from the bottom of their hearts, deeply bearing in mind that strengthening
national defense capabilities is the state affair of state affairs.
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