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Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il presented the most scientific and just economic construction line of the
military-first era, reflecting the demands of the era’s and the revolution’s development.

The military-first era’s economic construction line on developing light industry and agriculture
simultaneously while advancing the national defense industry first is a strategic line illuminating the basic
direction of the socialist economic development of the military-first era.

The basis of the economic construction line of the military-first era presented by our party is to advance
the national defense industry first.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il pointed out the following:

“The basis of the economic construction line of the military-first era is to advance the national defense
industry first. In our era and our revolution, military affairs come first, the national defense industry
comes second, and strengthening and developing the national defense industry arises as a matter of life or
death to us.”

Importantly, the fact that the foremost development of the national defense industry is the basic direction
of the economic development of the military-first era is related to it being the basic guarantee for overall
economic development.

The foremost development of the national defense industry is the basic guarantee for overall economic
development because, first, the foremost development of the national defense industry alone can
safeguard the socialist ownership and socialist systems as social conditions for rapid economic
development.

Continuously high-speed development of the economy is an objective law of socialist economies.

This is because, in a socialist society, there are factors and possibilities with which the economy can be
advanced rapidly, and as socialist construction progresses, they increase even more.

Such lawfulness [happo’pch’ikso’ng; 3+ = 4] of socialist economic development is premised on socialist
ownership.

The popular masses’ master-like enthusiasm cannot be generated independently of socialist ownership,
nor can scientific and technological and economic and organizational factors for economic development
exist. For that reason, socialist ownership is a prerequisite for advancing the economy rapidly. [We] know
this well from the fact that economic recessions and confusion persist in those countries where socialism
has been frustrated because they accepted the imperialists’ “theory of diversifying ownership” as it was.

Hence, in order to advance the economy rapidly, [we] must, above all else, not only form and develop
socialist ownership but also defend and adhere to it thoroughly.
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Under the condition where the imperialists’ aggressive maneuvers persist, safeguarding the socialist
ownership and socialist systems can be guaranteed only with powerful military capabilities with which to
repel them.

One cannot defend the sovereignty or socialism of the country and nation without powerful military
capabilities.

This is because the battle of safeguarding socialism is the fiercest confrontation of strength with
imperialism.

[We] can build powerful military capabilities for overpowering and pulverizing the imperialists’ policies of
force and maneuvers toward military aggression and for defending and adhering to socialism only when
[we] develop the national defense industry first. Foremost development of the national defense industry,
therefore, guarantees rapid development of the overall economy by firmly guaranteeing, materially, the
military capabilities for safeguarding socialism.

The foremost development of the national defense industry is the basic guarantee for overall economic
development because, second, the foremost development of the national defense industry alone can build
a military deterrent for the safe development of the overall economy.

Generally speaking, there are various conditions and environments that impact economic development.
That notwithstanding, what is most important here is military deterrent.

This is because, under the condition where the imperialists’ aggressive maneuvers persist, one can
advance the economy independently and safely, without being tied down by anything, in line with the
aspirations and demands of the people of one’s country, only when one builds a powerful military
deterrent with which to check and beat them [the imperialists’ aggressive maneuvers] back.

No matter what great natural, geographical, and social conditions and environment one has, if one does
not have the military deterrent, one is bound to proceed with economic construction while trying to figure
out where the wind is blowing with the imperialists; later, the economic foundations paved with one’s
blood and sweat are brought to naught overnight, and one falls into an economic recession and confusion.

This is clearly shown by the consequences generated in those countries that executed wrong policies of
giving up the foremost development of the national defense industry and depending on other countries for
their own defense, starting from the one-dimensional viewpoint in the past that strengthening national
defense capabilities have a negative impact on economic construction and the people’s livelihood.

After just several aerial strikes by the imperialists during the Balkan Wars, former Yugoslavia saw
countless human casualties, including approximately 2,000 deaths and 6,000 heavily wounded people.
Not only that, it sustained enormous material damage of more than 400 public buildings being destroyed,
including 121 factories, 22 oil refineries and retail shops, 66 bridges, 23 railway stations, more than 35
hospitals and public health centers, and so forth. These were results of former Yugoslavia’s failure to build
its own powerful military capabilities.

The losses this country sustained due to the Balkan Wars amounted to US$30 to 35 billion. That was a

huge asset cemented during the dozens of years of an economic construction process for economic
development and the improvement of the people’s living standards.
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Had this country systematically channeled a part of its accumulation for building an economic foundation
toward the development of the national defense industry for building a powerful war deterrent, the
imperialists would not have dared to covet [former Yugoslavia], and it would not have sustained such
damage.

Considering that it takes a lot of funds and time to restore a war-torn economy even to elementary levels,
this country’s economy ultimately regressed by several to scores of years.

The same applies to the case of Iraq.

Iraq has highly favorable natural and geographical conditions for economic development compared to
other countries.

This country has 112 billion bbls of crude oil, called the food of global industries, and this is only what has
been confirmed. Of the discovered oil fields, only 20 percent are operational and the large oil fields, with
deposits of approximately 1 billion bbls, are not producing and are on standby mode. Furthermore, many
parts of the territory have not even been prospected, and the prime cost of crude oil extraction is the
cheapest in the world.

Despite having highly advantageous natural and geographical conditions for economic development, Iraq
was unable to build self-defensive national defense capabilities. As a result, it was robbed of its
sovereignty, the economy has been reduced to an appendage, and abundant resources have become prey
for the imperialists.

All these facts show that no matter how good a system one has, or how abundant one’s resources, one
cannot achieve economic development without self-defensive national defense capabilities.

Only when one develops the national defense industry first and builds an independent military deterrent
can one advance the overall economy smoothly and rapidly.

The foremost development of the national defense industry is the basic guarantee for overall economic
development because, third, it has the material and scientific and technological elements for economic
development to be created actively.

First, the development of the national defense industry brings advances in heavy industry.

Heavy industry is a sector that produces means of production as material elements of production. As such,
it plays a very important role in accelerating overall economic development.

Advances in the national defense industry positively lend impetus to expanded reproduction in the heavy
industry sector by increasing demand for heavy industry products and smoothly guaranteeing the

realization of production means.

The foremost development of the national defense industry, therefore, has heavy industry achieve rapid
advances and, furthermore, enables overall economic development to be accelerated.

Moreover, advances in the national defense industry enable the country’s scientific and technological
development to be promoted.
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This is related to trends in modern scientific and technological development.

At the present time, advances in science and technology occur through a process where cutting-edge
science and technology is first developed in and introduced to the national defense field, and it is [then]
transferred to civilian industry.

Advances in modern science and technology take on this tendency because the national defense field is the
most important field of scientific and technological development that is connected to the fate of the
country and nation. It also has to do with the fact that the national defense industry has a lot in common
materially and technically with civilian industry sectors such as heavy industry, and that it is a science-
intensive industry sector with the highest degree of intensity.

As such, by developing the national defense industry first, one can attain overall economic development
by rapidly advancing science and technology.

As examined above, the foremost development of the national defense industry serves as the basic
guarantee for overall economic development by creating the most important conditions, environment,
and factors for economic development.

The foremost development of the national defense industry serves as the basic guarantee for overall
economic development -- herein lies the justness of the military-first era’s economic construction line,
whose basis is the foremost development of the national defense industry.

[We] must proceed with socialist economic construction, therefore, by seizing the foremost development
of the national defense industry as the basis, in line with the demands of the military-first era’s economic
construction line.

All the leading economic functionaries and working people must smoothly guarantee, first and foremost,
everything necessary for strengthening our army and developing the national defense industry, deeply
realizing that the basic guarantee for overall economic development lies with the foremost development of
the national defense industry.
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