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Right now, we live and carry out the revolution in the military-first era. The military-first era calls for
resolving all issues arising in the revolution and construction from the principle of placing importance on
and giving priority to military affairs. The principle of placing importance on and giving priority to
military affairs should also be materialized in economic construction.

The most important issue arising in materializing the principle of giving priority to military affairs in
economic construction is to develop the national defense industry first.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il pointed out the following;:
“Above all else, we must concentrate all efforts on developing the national defense industry first.”

In order to materialize the principle of placing importance on and giving priority to military affairs in
economic construction, the national defense industry should be developed into a powerful national
defense industry of the 21st century that is capable of firmly guaranteeing the fatherland’s security and the
victorious advance of the revolution militarily and technologically no matter what formidable enemy [we]
confront or what severe situation [we] are in.

The foremost development of the national defense industry arises as an important issue in materializing
the principle of giving priority to military affairs in economic construction because it constitutes the basic
content of materializing the military-first principle in economic construction.

Preserving the principle of giving priority to military affairs in economic construction means seizing the
strengthening of the country’s military capabilities as the most important work and, by subordinating
[everything] to it, forging ahead with economic construction.

Economic construction is one field of the revolution and construction that is geared toward building the
material and technical foundations of the country.

Preserving the principle of giving priority to military affairs in economic construction, therefore, means
proceeding with economic construction by seizing as the basis the paving of material and technical
foundations for strengthening the country’s national defense capabilities.

An industrial sector that specializes in producing and supplying munitions, such as weapons,
ammunition, and combat technical equipment, the national defense industry is the material foundation
for strengthening the country’s military capabilities.

This shows that the foremost development of the national defense industry is the basic content of
materializing the principle of giving priority to military affairs in economic construction.

In order to ensure the development of the national defense industry from the principle of giving priority

to military affairs, first and foremost, a special economic structure in which the national defense industry
takes an important position should be formed, solidified, and developed.
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Generally speaking, an economic structure is a formation of economic sectors and a system of their
correlations. An economic structure should be formed in line with the general lawfulness
[happo’pch’ikso’ng; &% 2 4] of reproduction’s development and the specific characteristics of one’s
country. At the same time, it should be formed in line with the demands of the development of the times
and the revolution.

In the military-first era, a special economic structure should be formed in which the national defense
industry occupies an important place.

A special economic structure where the national defense industry takes an important place refers to an
economic structure where the national defense industry occupies a leading position and related sectors
are made to serve the national defense industry’s development first. In other words, it is an economic
structure that ensures the connection between national defense industry and civilian production sectors
so that related sectors first produce and supply the machinery, equipment, raw and other materials, and
power needed by the national defense industry.

Material production takes place in close connection with various sectors on the premise that production
factors are guaranteed. The same applies to the national defense industry.

The national defense industry is connected to heavy industry as well as the light industry and agricultural
sectors.

Hence, in order to ensure the foremost development of the national defense industry, not only should one
robustly build the national defense industry itself, one should also build well there those sectors that
supply machinery, equipment, and raw and other materials so that production ties are formed rationally.

Furthermore, in order to ensure the national defense industry’s development from the principle of giving
priority to military affairs, the national defense industry’s independence should be strengthened further
and its modernization and informatization should be realized.

Further strengthening the independence of the national defense industry is a lawful [happo’pch’ikcho’k;
3 2 4] demand that arises from the mission of the socialist national defense industry, whose objective
is self-defense.

The principle of self-defense in the national defense industry calls for smoothly producing and supplying
on one’s own the material means necessary for the defense of the fatherland. Modern warfare comes with
a lot of consumption of military supplies in a limited amount of time; as such, sufficient military supplies
should be prepared in order to cope with it. Military supplies, such as these various types of weapons,
ammunition, and combat technical equipment, cannot be procured by relying on other countries. The
national defense industry sector, therefore, should robustly build its own material and technical
foundations for producing and supplying, in a timely manner, with our own strength, technologies, and
resources, the weapons, ammunition, and combat technical equipment that we need.

Along with that, the modernization and informatization of the national defense industry should be
realized. Materializing the modernization and informatization of the national defense industry is a
mandatory requirement for coping with modern warfare, which uses means of state-of-the-art military
technology. Under the condition where military science and technology advances continuously and the
imperialists are maneuvering to dominate other countries through military and technological superiority
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by developing and monopolizing state-of-the-art military technologies while waging an arms race,
modernizing weapons and combat technical equipment comes up as a particularly important issue.

Developing national defense science and technology and, based on that, materializing the modernization
and informatization of the national defense industry and producing and supplying modern weapons and
combat technical equipment are principled demands to which [we] should adhere in advancing the
national defense industry.

By further improving and strengthening scientific research work, the national defense science sector
should improve the People’s Army’s arms and equipment; make weapons and combat technical
equipment of our style; and resolve smoothly and in a timely manner the scientific and technological
issues arising in materializing the modernization and informatization of the national defense industry.

Moreover, in order to guarantee the foremost development of the national defense industry from the
principle of giving priority to military affairs, support for the national defense industry should be
strengthened in every way.

The synthesis of the country’s economic development and scientific and technological development and
the top quintessence of industries, the national defense industry is closely connected to all fields of the
people’s economy in terms of production and technology, and it is a field that requires expenditures of
vast personnel and material resources.

Therefore, in order to advance the national defense industry first in line with the demands of the military-
first era, the entire party and country and all the people should strongly support the national defense
industry.

What is the most important in supporting the national defense industry is to strengthen the material and
technical supply work. All sectors should preserve the principle of supplying everything unsparingly, no
matter what it may be, if it is needed for munitions production. A strong discipline should be established
whereby the state unconditionally supplies machinery and equipment, materials, fuel, and power to the
national defense industry sector first. All sectors across the people’s economy should guarantee the
quality of products required by the munitions industry at the highest level.

The next important issue arising in materializing the principle of giving priority to military affairs in
economic construction is to further advance heavy industry.

Heavy industry is not a sector for producing military supplies. That notwithstanding, it is considered an
important issue for materializing the military-first principle in economic construction because it is a
guarantee and an important condition for advancing the national defense industry.

Heavy industry is the basic foundation for a self-supporting national economy and the basis for the
development of the people’s economy. When heavy industry is advanced can the national defense industry
be developed and can the material means for strengthening the country’s military capabilities be produced
and supplied smoothly.

Advances in the national defense industry are premised on the development of heavy industry. The means
of production needed by the national defense industry are primarily produced and supplied by heavy
industry; as such, only by relying on a powerful foundation of heavy industries, such as metal, machine,
chemical, and electric power industries, can the national defense industry’s development be attained.
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Today, our national defense industry has been able to become a mighty national defense industry capable
of making, all on our own, modern means of defense and offense with which to shatter any aggressor to
pieces in a single blow. This is an outcome of the fact that our party in the past has firmly guaranteed the
foremost development of heavy industry by thoroughly implementing the basic line of socialist economic
construction.

Based on the lawful [happo’pch’ikcho’k; 3% 2 4] demand of the military-first era’s economic
construction to develop the national defense industry first, our party newly presented the direction for
heavy industry’s development, which is to further advance our heavy industry into heavy industry for the
national defense industry. Advancing heavy industry into heavy industry for the national defense industry
is the basic direction for the military-first era’s heavy industry construction and a mandatory requirement
for the foremost development of the national defense industry.

When we further develop our heavy industry into heavy industry for the national defense industry can we
smoothly produce and supply the weapons and combat technical equipment needed for strengthening the
war deterrent in response to the imperialists’ aggressive maneuvers. As such, we should produce and
supply sufficiently, quantitatively and qualitatively, various types of materials required by the national
defense industry, such as fuel, power, iron and steel, nonferrous metal materials, and chemical materials,
and modern machines and equipment by developing first those heavy industry sectors that are geared
toward munitions production and increasing their production capacities.

What is most important in advancing heavy industry in line with this direction of heavy industry
construction in the military-first era and vigorously forging ahead with overall economic construction is to
rapidly develop the electric power industry, coal industry, metal industry, and railway transport sectors.

Electric power, coal, metal, and railway transport are the leading sectors of the people’s economy. When
[we] advance these sectors rapidly can [we] firmly guarantee the foremost development of the national
defense industry in line with the demands of the military-first era’s economic construction and can all the
sectors of the people’s economy take on vitality and can production be normalized at a high level.

No matter what happens, therefore, [we] should resolve electric power issues, give a boost to the metal
and coal industries and railway transport, and firmly give priority to these sectors.

What is next important in further developing heavy industry is to channel due energy toward other fields
of heavy industry such as the machine and chemical industries, and advance cutting-edge industry sectors
as well, such as the electronics and information industries, in line with the trends of the information
industry era’s development.

The machine industry sector should vigorously wage a struggle to actively accept the successes of state-of-
the-art science and technology, such as information science and technology, and make cutting-edge
equipment and a lot of more efficient machines and equipment. In addition, it should smoothly produce
and supply the machines and equipment needed for various sectors of the people’s economy and the
construction of important targets.

[We] should sufficiently supply the raw and other materials required by the national defense industry and

various sectors of the people’s economy by directing energy toward other sectors of heavy industry as well,
such as the chemical industry.
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[We] should actively develop the cutting-edge industry sectors as well, in line with the demands of the
information industry era. When [we] rapidly advance the cutting-edge industry sectors can [we]
materialize the modernization and informatization of the national defense industry and the overall
people’s economy in line with the demands of powerful state [kangso’ngdaeguk; 7+ tl =] construction.
Science and technology rivalries are being waged fiercely on a global scale today, and some advanced
capitalist countries have monopolized the accomplishments of cutting-edge science and technology and
are selling off technological products to other countries at exorbitant prices. This reality shows that one
cannot avoid the imperialists’ economic domination and plunder or defend the sovereignty of the country
and nation without rapidly developing the cutting-edge industry sectors.

Hence, [we] should produce and supply at a high qualitative level the electronic elements and automation
tools needed for the modernization and informatization of the people’s economy by channeling efforts
into advancing the electronics and information industries. [We] should also direct much effort into the
production of information technology equipment, such as computers. Furthermore, [we] should foster
many competent computer experts by directing great energy toward the work of nurturing information
technology talents, and rapidly develop programming technologies.

What is important in further developing heavy industry also is to utilize as effectively as possible the
economic foundations and production capacities built in the heavy industry sectors, rapidly increase
production, and materialize technical reconstruction and modernization. The foundations of heavy
industry built in our country are powerful, and if we just used them well, we could vigorously accelerate
the country’s economic development. Moreover, the work of modernizing the heavy industry sectors takes
a lot of time, and it also takes more materials and funds compared to other economic sectors. Hence,
while bringing in complete sets of modern factories equipped with state-of-the-art technologies, the heavy
industry sectors should primarily head in the direction of using as effectively as possible the production
foundations that are already available, renovating antiquated equipment with modern technologies, and
technically modernizing outdated production processes.

Above all, the heavy industry sectors should increase production by using as effectively as possible the
existing economic foundations and production capacities. Plants and enterprises in the heavy industry
sectors should increase the rate of equipment use to the maximum by carrying out equipment
management well, and actively accept rational enterprise management methods. In addition, they should
further strengthen the work of supplying raw materials and other supplies to the heavy industry sectors.

[We] should also vigorously push ahead with the technical reconstruction and modernization of heavy
industry. The work of modernizing heavy industry should be carried out in phases, after properly
establishing a long-term plan. Rather than launching multiple projects at once, [we] should prioritize
correctly and start modernizing first those objects that are vital and greatly profitable [silliga k'u'n; 2 2] 7}
<]. Furthermore, plants and enterprises of the heavy industry sectors should launch an intensive drive
toward technical innovation, renovate old equipment, and rebuild outdated production processes one by
one, with modern technology.

By doing so, they should have heavy industry smoothly carry out its role as the foundation of the national
defense industry.
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