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During the entire period leading the revolution and construction, our party presented the improvement of
the people’s living standards as the intrinsic requirement and fundamental objective of socialist economic
construction and did everything to materialize it.

Where among the fields of national defense construction, economic construction, and the improvement of
the people’s living standards, one directs greater efforts toward may change, depending on the changes in
the situation and actual conditions of socialist economic construction, but the intrinsic requirement and
fundamental objective of socialist economic construction on continuously improving the people’s living
standards cannot change. From this firm position, our party has defined the improvement of the people’s
living standards as the topmost principle of its activities and implemented it consistently.

The intrinsic requirement and fundamental objective of socialist economic construction on continuously
improving the people’s living standards in the past has been thoroughly adhered to and brilliantly realized
due to the implementation of socialist economic construction’s basic line presented by the great leader
[suryo’ngnim: =% 2] of developing heavy industry first while advancing light industry and agriculture
simultaneously.

By presenting the economic construction line of the military-first era today, reflecting the demands of the
current era, our party is struggling to invariably adhere to and realize at a high level the intrinsic
requirement of socialist economic construction by defending the dignity of the country and nation,
adhering to socialism, and further improving the people’s living standards.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il pointed out as follows: “Our party’s economic construction line of the
military-first era enables the intrinsic requirement and fundamental objective of socialist economic
construction to be invariably adhered to and realized at a high level.”

The economic construction line of the military-first era, first and foremost, is a line that invariably
adheres to the intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction.

The economic construction line of the military-first era is a line that invariably adheres to the intrinsic
requirement of socialist economic construction because, first of all, it firmly guarantees, institutionally,
the people’s happy material and cultural life.

The popular masses’ happy material and cultural life can materialize only under a socialist system.
Socialism is a society where the masses of working people are the masters of everything, and everything
serves the popular masses. The masses of working people can become true masters of society and enjoy a
happy material and cultural life only under a socialist system.

Today, defending the safety of the socialist fatherland and the people arises as a priority demand for
invariably adhering to the intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction.
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The issue of firmly ensuring the safety of the socialist fatherland and the people is, in essence, an issue of
providing and defending the foundations of life for the masses of working people where they can enjoy
independent and creative material and cultural lives to their hearts’ content. If one cannot defend the
people’s foundations of life, one cannot guarantee a stable and abundant material and cultural life to the
popular masses, no matter how much productivity grows and how much material wealth is produced.

Moreover, today, when the imperialists’ anti-socialist maneuvers are becoming severer, whether one can
or cannot defend the safety of the socialist fatherland and the people is an acute issue of whether one
enables the people to enjoy stable and abundant material and cultural lives as dignified masters of society,
or whether they have them become slaves to the imperialists and have miserable lives forced upon them.

The economic construction line of the military-first era firmly guarantees, institutionally, rewarding and
happy material and cultural lives of the masses of working people by having [us] develop the national
defense industry first and remarkably strengthen the gun barrel of the revolution and reliably defend the
safety of the socialist system and people against military aggression of imperialism.

Furthermore, the economic construction line of the military-first era is a line that invariably adheres to
the intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction because it is a line that firmly guarantees the
people’s happy material and cultural lives materially and economically.

In order to invariably adhere to the intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction, [we] should
firmly build a material and technical foundation that can smoothly produce and supply the material
wealth necessary for the people’s lives.

The material and technical foundation for ensuring the people’s material and cultural life in a socialist
society is none other than a self-supporting national economy.

A self-supporting national economy is an economy that serves its people; it is an economy that advances
based on its country’s resources and the strength of its people. A self-supporting national economy is, in
name and reality, a material and technical foundation that firmly guarantees a happy material and
cultural life of the masses of working people due to its popular characteristics.

When a self-supporting national economy is built, can the people be supplied with diverse consumer
goods needed for their material and cultural lives and enjoy to their hearts’ content a happy life as masters
of society.

At the present time, by thoroughly implementing the economic construction line of the military-first era,
[we] can smoothly build a self-supporting national economy that firmly guarantees, materially, a happy
life for the masses of working people as masters of society.

Owing to the economic construction line of the military-first era, the foremost development of the
national defense industry and along with it, the simultaneous development of light industry and
agriculture, have been raised as important requirements. Accordingly, the issues of further solidifying the
self-supporting nature and Juche character, and raising the level of the modernization and
informatization, of our economy have been resolved brilliantly. Simultaneously advancing light industry
and agriculture on top of a national defense industry that is developed first serves as a solid material and
technical foundation that smoothly produces and supplies various types of consumer goods necessary for
the people’s material and cultural lives.
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Like this, the economic construction line of the military-first era presented by our party is a line that has
[us] invariably adhere to the intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction by firmly
guaranteeing, institutionally, materially, and technically, our people’s happy material and cultural lives.

Next, the economic construction line of the military-first era is a line that enables the intrinsic
requirement of socialist economic construction to be realized at a high level.

It is our party’s consistent policy to ceaselessly improve the people’s living standards in line with the
nature of a socialist society.

Continuously improving the people’s living standards is not simply an economic and technical matter.
Today, the issue of continuously improving the people’s living standards is an important political issue
that has [us] thoroughly materialize our party’s politics of benevolence, bring out the superiority of
socialism of our style at a high level, more firmly solidify our single-hearted unity, and bring out to the
maximum the revolutionary enthusiasm and creative activity of the masses of working people.

The great general regards it his noble obligation to have our people—who have constantly trusted the
party and upheld the party’s leadership even though they have thus far not been able to live comfortable
lives to their hearts’ content as they have been through a war and carried out the revolution and
construction despite difficult conditions—be well-to-do, and he is doing everything for its materialization.

The military-first era’s economic construction line presented by the great general is a line that enables the
intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction to be materialized at a high level by remarkably
improving the people’s living standards. This is because, first, it is a line that enables [us] to draw up by a
notch the popular masses’ material and cultural life by channeling efforts into economic construction
despite difficult conditions like now.

The conditions of and environment for socialist construction in our country today have changed greatly.

Socialism collapsed in the Soviet Union and Eastern European countries, socialist markets have vanished,
and anti-socialist and anti-Republic maneuvers by the imperialist reactionaries headed by the US
imperialists have become vicious to an extreme. Our Republic’s dignity, therefore, has been gravely
threatened, and great obstacles have been created in socialist economic construction.

This has raised as important requirements for our party and the Republic government to direct efforts by
hundreds and thousands of times toward defending the fatherland, the nation, and socialism against
imperialist aggression and, at the same time, highly display the superiority of socialism and provide a
more stable and happier life to the people.

In the past, however, multiple socialist countries failed to resolve this issue correctly in line with the
changing situation and actual conditions, resulting in difficulties being created in the people’s lives and
those having a negative impact on overall socialist construction.

Systematically improving the people’s material and cultural life is the fundamental objective of socialist
economic construction, and this fundamental objective of socialist economic construction can never
change, no matter how complicated the situation or how the conditions and environment change. For the
working class’s party and state to attain this objective by materializing the intrinsic requirement of
socialist economic construction at a high level while at the same time defending socialism against
imperialist aggression in a difficult and complicated [situation] like today, [we] must as a matter of course
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channel great efforts toward the development of the national defense industry first, strengthening the
country’s military capabilities in every way while advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously.

By having [us] advance the national defense industry first while developing light industry and agriculture
simultaneously, our party’s economic construction line of the military-first era has provided principles for
correctly combining the issues of national defense industry and economic construction and the people’s
living standards and resolving them at the highest level.

Also, the economic construction line of the military-first era presented by the great general is a line that
enables the intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction to be materialized at a high level by
remarkably improving the people’s living standards because it is a line that has [us] firmly realize socialist
expanded reproduction.

In a socialist society, continuous improvement of the people’s living standards cannot be thought of
independently of the smooth realization of expanded reproduction.

Guaranteeing socialist expanded reproduction at a rapid pace holds important significance in bringing out
the superiority of socialism at a high level by achieving victory in an economic confrontation with
capitalism and continuously improving the people’s material and cultural life.

What is important in realizing socialist expanded reproduction at a rapid pace is to thoroughly ensure a
reproductive balance among the important material production sectors by firmly guaranteeing the
foremost development of the national defense industry and rapid development of heavy industry and at
the same time bringing the development of light industry and agriculture in line with this.

When a reproductive balance is thoroughly guaranteed among the national defense, heavy, and light
industries and agriculture can [we] further strengthen the material and technical foundations of light
industry and agriculture, raise people’s consumer goods production to a high level, and excellently solve
the people’s eating problem.

The economic construction line of the military-first era provides a scientific solution to the issue of
correlations among the national defense industry, heavy industry, light industry, and agriculture in line
with the acute situation and our country’s actual conditions.

In addition to the foremost development of the national defense industry and the simultaneous
development of light industry and agriculture, the economic construction line of the military-first era has
newly presented the idea that heavy industry must serve the development of the national defense
industry, light industry, and agriculture alike.

The issue of correlations among the national defense industry, light industry, agriculture, and heavy
industry in the military-first era has been elucidated scientifically owing to the economic construction line
of the military-first era. This has opened an avenue for realizing the rapid and smooth development of
socialist economic construction and continuously improving the people’s living standards.

We must build a powerful socialist state [sahoejuu’i kangso'ngdaeguk; A} 3] 5=2] 744 tl =] as soon as
possible and bring out the superiority of socialism at a higher level by thoroughly implementing our
party’s economic construction line of the military-first era, which has elucidated a scientific path to
invariably adhering to the intrinsic requirement of socialist economic construction and materializing it at
a higher level.
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