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[Translator’s note: All instances of “powerful socialist state” in this article refer to sahoejuu’i
kangso’ngdaeguk, or A} 3] 7=2] 7143 v =]

Based on a scientific analysis of the demands of the times and the revolution, great leader Comrade Kim
Jong Il presented the military-first era’s economic construction line on developing the national defense
industry first while advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously, and he scientifically
illuminated the significance of that in socialist economic construction.

The economic construction line of the military-first era is, above all, an economic construction line that
firmly guarantees our party’s military-first leadership and military-first politics materially and
economically.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il pointed out as follows:

The line on developing the national defense industry first while advancing light industry and
agriculture simultaneously is a strategic line for socialist economic construction that [we] will
take hold of consistently in the military-first era, and it is an economic construction line that
firmly guarantees the realization of our party’s military-first revolutionary leadership and
military-first politics materially and economically.

Our party’s military-first leadership and military-first politics is a leadership method and political method
of building powerful military capabilities by setting forth military affairs as the number one national affair
of national affairs and, based on that, solving all problems arising in the revolution and construction.
Accordingly, in order to materialize military-first leadership and military-first politics, [we] should build
powerful military capabilities above all else. The economic construction line of the military-first era
contributes to strengthening military capabilities by enabling the construction of a powerful national
defense industry.

The basis of strengthening military capabilities is to firmly prepare the military politically and
ideologically. The most important factor of armed forces is the army, and the might of the army is, above
all, political and ideological might. Only an army that is firmly prepared politically and ideologically has
invincible might and is capable of repelling any formidable enemy. For this reason, the army must be
firmly prepared politically and ideologically in order to strengthen the country’s military capabilities. In
order to strengthen the country’s military capabilities, one must continuously strengthen the army’s arms
and equipment, in addition to firmly preparing the army politically and ideologically. That is because the
political and ideological superiority and might of the revolutionary army is brought out at a higher level
only when it joins forces with powerful arms and equipment. No forces of aggression, no matter who, can
exercise their strength before an army that is firmly prepared politically and ideologically and is equipped
with modern weapons. This shows that supplying arms and equipment holds highly important
significance in strengthening a country’s military capabilities. Arms and equipment, which hold important

38 NORTH 1



significance in strengthening a country’s military capabilities, are produced and supplied by the national
defense industry sector.

An economic construction line whose most important point is the foremost development of the national
defense industry, the economic construction line of the military-first era firmly guarantees military-first
leadership and military-first politics materially and economically by enabling the sufficient production
and supply of modern and powerful arms and equipment.

Next, the economic construction line of the military-first era is an economic construction line that firmly
guarantees the construction of a powerful socialist state materially.

A powerful socialist state is a country whose national power is strong and where everything thrives, and
the people are well off and have nothing to desire in this world. In other words, it is a country with strong
national power that thoroughly guarantees the popular masses’ sovereign rights and interests across all
fields of social life, such as political, economic, ideological, and cultural, and that nobody dares to harm.

The economic construction line of the military-first era firmly guarantees the construction of a powerful
socialist state materially because, first, it enables the country’s military capabilities to be strengthened
remarkably.

Military might is an important symbol of a powerful socialist state. If [a country’s] military capabilities are
weak, it cannot avoid the lot of a ruined nation. Only when its military capabilities are powerful can it
check and frustrate the imperialists’ war and aggression maneuvers, defend the sovereignty, right of
existence, and socialism of the country and nation, and also successfully build a powerful state
[kangso’ngdaeguk; 77 o =].

Military might cannot be thought of independently of the national defense industry.

The economic construction line of the military-first era enables [us] to provide material guarantees for
strengthening military capabilities by having the national defense industry developed first.

An industrial sector that produces the weapons, ammunition, and military equipment necessary for
materializing the country’s self-defense, the national defense industry is the material foundation for
strengthening military capabilities. Advancing the national defense industry first means giving foremost
significance to the development of the national defense industry and subordinating the development of all
other economic sectors to it in pushing ahead with it [the development of all other economic sectors]. In
short, it means first earmarking a portion of state economic investment toward the national defense
industry from the principle of placing importance on the national defense industry, and supplying
everything, such as labor, equipment, and materials, first and foremost and, in doing so, sufficiently
producing the military supplies necessary for defending the fatherland and reliably guaranteeing the
sovereignty of the country and nation and the security of the socialist fatherland. Therefore, under the
condition where the national defense industry’s foremost development is guaranteed, the country’s
military capabilities are materially guaranteed firmly, and the construction of an economically powerful
state is accelerated vigorously.

Furthermore, the economic construction line of the military-first era firmly guarantees the construction of

a powerful socialist state materially because it allows for an abundant and civilized life to be guaranteed
for the people.
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Guaranteeing an abundant and civilized life for the people is a consistent policy of our party and is an
intrinsic requirement for building a socialist economy. The reason we are carrying out Songun [military-
first] is to defend the dignity of the country and nation and protect and adhere to socialism, and, at the
same time, provide a happy life to the people. If a capitalist economy is subordinated to capitalists’ pursuit
of profits and accumulation of wealth, a socialist economy’s fundamental objective is to promote the
people’s well-being. Herein lies the essential difference between socialist and capitalist economies and
socialist economies’ superiority that stands beyond comparison. Where among the fields of national
defense construction, economic construction, and the people’s living standards one directs greater efforts
toward may change, depending on the changes in the situation and actual conditions. The intrinsic
requirements for building a socialist economy, however, can never change. Our party presented the
powerful state [kangso’ngdaeguk; 73 Ul =] construction plan ultimately with the objective of providing
the people with a stable and happy life by more highly displaying the superiority of the socialist system.

Our party’s economic construction line of the military-first era enables us to continuously adhere to and
realize at a high level the intrinsic requirement for building a socialist economy: continuously improving
the people’s living standards.

The economic construction line of the military-first era enables us to smoothly solve [the problem of] the
consumer goods necessary for the people’s lives and the people’s food problem and eating problem by
actively bringing light industry and agriculture in step with the national defense industry. Once the
scientific and technological successes attained in the national defense industry, which is being developed
first, are actively introduced to light industry and agriculture, state investment in light industry and
agriculture will increase systematically, and the country’s economic capabilities will grow at a rapid pace.
Furthermore, when we develop light industry and agriculture and improve the people’s living standards
can we thoroughly materialize our party’s politics of benevolence and more steadfastly solidify the single-
hearted unity between the party and the popular masses, bring out the masses’ revolutionary enthusiasm
and creative activity at a high level, and also prepare well for a war. This shows that the economic
construction line of the military-first era is an economic construction line that enables us to vigorously
accelerate powerful state [kangso'ngdaeguk; 7“3 o =] construction.

As can be seen, the economic construction line of the military-first era not only strengthens the national
defense industry, it enables us to achieve a great leap forward and a great change in the revolution and
construction by vigorously accelerating overall economic development. In doing so, it provides firm
material guarantees for building a powerful socialist state.

We must correctly understand that we can successfully realize the cause of the military-first revolution

and the cause of powerful socialist state construction when we firmly take hold of the economic
construction line of the military-first era and rise up as one in a struggle to implement this line.
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