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[Translator’s note: All instances of “powerful state” in this article refer to kangso’ngdaeguk, or 73/d t =;
“powerful socialist state” to sahoejun’i kangso'ngdaeguk, or A} 3] 2] 74 th=F; “economically powerful
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Today, our people are vigorously waging a general offensive action for building an economically powerful
state, toward the grand goal of bringing about a huge change in powerful state construction by 2012, the
birth centennial of great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il presented the content of the popular masses’ independent demands,
which must be achieved at a given time and a given stage. He also scientifically established the goal of
building an economically powerful socialist state based on a Juche-oriented methodology related to
setting goals for the revolution and construction that set the height and speed of their [the popular
masses’ independent demands] realization.

What essentially and comprehensively reflects and represents the content of the popular masses’
independent demands in economic issues and economic construction is the self-supporting national
economy. Building a self-supporting national economic power is the content of the goal of building an
economically powerful state. The height of its realization is an advanced high level and the speed is to
attain it in a short historic period in line with the lawfulness [happo’pch’ikso’ng; 3% = 4] of socialist
economic development.

The goal of building an economically powerful socialist state is, in short, to raise the country’s self-
supporting national economy to an advanced high level in a short historic period.

The goal of building an economically powerful socialist state is two-sided. One is to pave a solid material
and economic foundation that guarantees on its own what is necessary for powerful state construction.
What is important here is to strengthen the self-supporting nature and the Juche character of the
economy at the highest level based on [our] own resources and technology in line with the demand of the
times, where the economy is advancing with the country and nation as its unit. It is also important to raise
the technical equipment of the economy to a high level by actively realizing the modernization and
informatization of the people’s economy based on the latest science and technology.

The other aspect of the goal of building an economically powerful state is to have the people live well,
without any worries about their livelihood, and with nothing to envy in the world. What is important here
is to smoothly satisfy the demands of the people’s livelihood, with clothing, eating, and consumption as
the basics, and raise the level of their overall living standards to that of advanced countries.

By thoroughly materializing the great general’s military-first politics, our people in the 1990s victoriously
concluded the “arduous march” and forced march and created a strong springboard for the construction
of an economically powerful state. In the new century, they created a historic turning point for socialist
economic construction in a short period of time.
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Recently, a new environment has been created in our country where [we] can concentrate our efforts on
economic construction and wage an offensive action.

Above all, our country has become a powerful state politically and ideologically and a militarily powerful
state owing to the great general’s military-first leadership, firmly creating a guarantee ensuring the
stability of and peaceful conditions for economic construction.

Moreover, material and technical assets have been built on a large scale for new upsurges in socialist
economic construction. By thoroughly materializing our party’s lines and policies such as the economic
construction line of the military-first era, based on the great potential of the country’s self-supporting
economic foundation, the country’s economy has risen up, bit by bit, with life.

Due to the successes attained through the might of Songun [military-first], the darkness of trials and
difficulties has been cleared away, and the dawn of a powerful state has come upon our fatherland. This
means that the political and ideological and military guarantees of powerful socialist state construction
have been steadfastly solidified, and that the country’s economy has firmly entered a path of advancement
and a path of revitalization without vicissitudes.

Vigorously accelerating economic construction is the most important and urgent task at the present time
for constructing a powerful socialist state.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il pointed out the following: “The most important task arising before us
today is to boost up the country’s economy as soon as possible and build an economically powerful state.”

The most urgent issue in building a powerful state is to channel efforts into economic construction and
build a self-supporting economic power at a high level.

The construction of an economically powerful state is a worthwhile historic cause for [the country] to
possess the features of a powerful state. The economy is the material foundation of social life, and
systematically and continuously improving the people’s material and cultural living standards is the
fundamental objective of socialist economic construction. When [we] direct efforts toward economic
construction and raise the country’s self-supporting economy to a high level can [we] cement [the
country’s] status as a politically and militarily powerful state and highly display the superiority of
socialism by remarkably improving the people’s living standards. If our country only builds an
economically powerful state, it can be called a powerful socialist state, both in name and reality.

The basis of opening the gate to a powerful state by the meaningful year 2012, which marks the fatherly
leader’s [0’bo’i suryo’ngnimu’i; ©1 ¥ ©] =% d ©]] birth centennial, is to open the gate to an economically
powerful state.

An important task arising in building an economically powerful state at the present time is to closely
marry production normalization with modernization based on the superiority of the socialist planned
economy and decisively break through the top production levels across all sectors of the people’s
economy. The construction of an economically powerful state undergoes a sequence of stages of first
breaking through the top production levels reached in the past, and next, surpassing them and conquering
higher targets. The top production levels that we must reach today, when we are at the threshold of a
powerful state, may be said to be the production levels of the mid-1980s, when great progress was made
in building the material and technical foundations for the complete victory of socialism. During that time,

38 NORTH 2



our country reached the best post-liberation production levels across all key products, including electric
power, metal, coal, cement, and crops. We must decisively break through the top production levels in a
short period of time by fully mobilizing the potential of the self-supporting socialist economy and creating
the speed of the military-first era’s general onward march.

Above all else, it is important to direct primary efforts into bringing out to the maximum the mental
strength of the army and the people and the mental strength of the single-hearted unity of the millions of
soldiers and people in building a powerful state and an economically powerful state.

The cause of Juche socialism is the popular masses’ cause of independence that is carved out, advanced,
and perfected by the Juche idea and the military-first idea. Socialism of our style is a socialist society that
advances with the socialist ideas of Juche as the basic driving force.

The material aspects are important for building a powerful socialist state, but [we] should regard the
ideological and mental aspects as being more important. The basis of powerful state construction is
people’s mental strength and the army and people’s ideological and mental state, which form the
fundamental core of death-defyingly defending the leader [suryo’ng; <=7 ]. This is the fundamental
principle of powerful state construction that is based on the ideological theory of Juche that ideas decide
all, and if [we] only invoked people’s ideas, there is nothing [we] could not do.

We must advance while holding high the beacon of a new great revolutionary upsurge with that spirit and
that fighting spirit with which all working people used to firmly arm themselves with the great Juche and
military-first ideas and the military-first era’s economic construction line and policies, [used to] resolutely
defend and implement them, and [used to] affect the postwar Ch’o’llima great upsurge. In particular, it is
important to accelerate economic construction and rapidly resolve the issue of the people’s livelihood with
the steadfast determination and resolve to solve all problems arising in the construction of an
economically powerful state with our technology, our resources, and with our people’s own strength by
highly displaying the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and a struggle spirit.

The economic issue that arises as the most urgent requirement in the construction of an economically
powerful state for opening the gate to a powerful state at the present time is to give a boost to and put
forward the leading sectors and the basic industrial sectors of the people’s economy.

The leading sectors and the basic industrial sectors of the people’s economy are the lifeline of socialist
economic construction and the key links in the construction of an economically powerful state.

The electric power, coal, and metal industries and railway transport are the leading sectors of the people’s
economy that guarantee the fuel, power, basic materials, and transport necessary for production and
construction. They are also the sectors that are in charge of the first processes of production and are the
basic industrial sectors forming the basic foundation of the economy.

Advancing time-wise, the generation of the production capacities of the people’s economy’s leading
sectors and basic industrial sectors at a level where the overall economy’s demand can be smoothly met is
a lawful demand for ensuring a realistic and positive balance in economic development and for raising the
speed of production growth.

In order to firmly put forward the leading sectors and basic industrial sectors of the people’s economy, it

is important to concentrate national efforts on supplying equipment, materials, and electric power [to
them] first; seize the foremost development of the metal industry as the central link in line with the
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distinctive characteristic of the electric power, coal, and metal industries and railway transport being
closely connected, and vigorously back the work of these sectors in a unified manner, all together; and
combine production and technology, increase current production in every way, and correctly combine
technical modernization [with production].

The issue of decisively improving the people’s living standards must be resolved for opening the gate to a
powerful socialist state.

Above all, it is important to actively introduce high-yield, high-grade varieties newly bred in accordance
with the party’s agricultural revolution policy, double-crop farming, and advanced farming techniques,
and remarkably increase crop production in a short period of time. It is also important to perfect modern
stockbreeding bases and operate them well, and solve the people’s food problem and eating problem on
[our] own.

Moreover, [we] should build a strong foundation for raising the people’s living standards to a new high
level. [We] should do so by actively pushing ahead with overall consumer goods production, while first
concentrating on resolving the issue of primary consumer goods such as textile, shoes, and basic foodstuff
by fanning high the flames of the light industry revolution.

Furthermore, cities and rural villages should resolve the issue of dwellings at a high level by actively
forging ahead with the construction of modern houses equipped with furniture and cultural and welfare
facilities that are neat and convenient and good for daily life, in line with the demands of the new century.

In improving the people’s living standards, it is particularly important to make efforts to enable the people
to be equally well off, without any cares and worries, by further strengthening and developing social
policies that show in a concentrated manner the superiority of our country’s socialist system in line with
the demands of the times and the development of reality.

One of the important issues in economic construction for opening the gate to a powerful state is to
accelerate the modernization of the people’s economy and improve its industrial structure on the basis of
rapid advancements in science and technology.

Science and technology is the basis of economic progress and a powerful driving force for powerful state
construction.

[We] must rapidly advance overall science and technology by establishing an ethos of placing importance
on science and technology across the entire country and making cutting-edge science and technology the
direction of main attack from the vantage point that science and technology equal an economically
powerful state, in line with the demands of the era of science and technology and the era of information
industry. Fundamentally changing the people’s economy’s material and technical foundations based on
state-of-the-art science and technology like information technology, in line with the demands of the era of
information industry, is an intrinsic demand of the information industry revolution.

We should put forward, as a goal, equipping all the sectors of the economy with the most advanced state-
of-the-art equipment and technologies in the next few years. We should actively and steadily realize the
modernization and informatization of the people’s economy by means of starting with the most important
and pressing targets, among them targets that yield the most actual profit [silli; 4 2]]. By doing so, we
need to establish, at a high level, production processes based on modern science and technology.
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It is important to improve the country’s economic structure in line with the demands of the military-first
era and the era of information industry. [We] need to direct efforts toward advancing those industrial
sectors that depend on their own resources and create many information industry sectors, such as the
software industry, in the direction of continuously preserving the economy’s socialist characteristics and
strengthening its Juche character and self-supporting nature. In doing so, [we] must raise their structural
status in the whole economy and newly reorganize the inner structure and the structure of the production
and technical processes of existing industrial sectors based on state-of-the-art technology.

We should further improve and perfect the socialist economic management methods in our style, in line
with the demands of reality’s development of opening the gate to a powerful state.

It is important to thoroughly materialize socialist principles, such as centralistic and unified guidance,
and utilitarian principles in economic management, regarding the party’s economic ideas, theories, and
policies as steadfast principles. [We] must guarantee actual economic profits [kyongjejo’k silli;

7 A 4 %1 2]] to the maximum in production and construction by firmly putting forward the political work,
establishing economic management systems and methods on a full scale based on collectivist principles,
and effectively mobilizing and using all the personnel and material resources.

In particular, it is important for all sectors and all units to resolve the economic issues that come up in an
enterprising way by properly establishing economic strategies and enterprise strategies based on party
demands and scientific calculations, and by scrupulously carrying on economic operations and
organizational work based on the principle of concentrating efforts and resources on targets that hold key
significance in overall economic development.

In our country, the construction of a wealthy and powerful fatherland is by no means a thing of a distant
future: today, our people clearly see a bright future when they will be opening the gate to a powerful state
by the meaningful year of 2012. Many difficulties and obstacles remain in our way, but we must, by all
means, build an economically powerful socialist state that is wealthy, powerful, and prosperous by holding
high the great Comrade Kim Jong II’s military-first leadership, overflowing with faith in and optimism
about sure prospects for powerful state construction, and by fiercely fanning the flames of a new great
revolutionary upsurge.
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