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The military-first era’s economic construction line, where the foremost development of the national
defense industry forms the basis, contains new ideologies and theories about the position and role
occupied by the national defense industry in the overall people’s economic system.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il pointed out as follows:

“[We] should put forward the national defense industry before all else in economic construction and
direct maximum efforts toward the development of the national defense industry.”

The position taken by the national defense industry in the economic construction line of the military-first
era is that it [the national defense industry] is placed in a leading position in the country’s economic
structure.

Each country’s economy has a certain structure.

An economic structure is a system of correlations among people’s economic sectors. An economic
structure is composed of what sectors a country’s economy is made up of, which among the various
sectors is in a leading position, and how the production-consumption connection is formed among the
sectors.

There are various people’s economic sectors, such as the industries, agriculture, construction,
transportation, and communications, and the industries are categorized into the national defense
industry, heavy industry, and light industry. The economic construction line of the military-first era puts
forward the national defense industry, among the various sectors of the people’s economy, in the leading
position.

The leading position taken by the national defense industry, among the various sectors of the people’s
economy, is shown by the formation and consolidation of a special economic structure where the national
defense industry takes an important position. An economic structure where the national defense industry
takes an important position refers to an economic structure that attaches importance to the national
defense industry, gives it top priority, and ensures that related sectors serve the national defense
industry’s development first. In other words, it is an economic structure that puts forward the national
defense industry as the most important sector to be developed first, and forms connections [between the
national defense industry and related sectors] to ensure that related sectors first supply the machinery
and equipment, raw and other materials, and power necessary for the national defense industry.

The national defense industry is connected to heavy industry and the light industry and agricultural
sectors. Civilian production sectors meet the national defense industry’s material demand while
producing and supplying the production means and consumer goods necessary for other sectors of the
people’s economy. The special economic structure, where the national defense industry takes an
important place, enables all sectors of the people’s economy, such as heavy industry, to meet the material
demand necessary for overall economic development while also producing and supplying first the
production means and consumer goods necessary for the national defense industry.
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Under the condition where the commodity-money relationship remains, movements of goods accompany
movements of monetary funds. In order to supply machinery and equipment, raw and other materials,
and power to the national defense industry first under the condition where the commodity-money
relationship remains in society, the commodity-money relationship must be utilized accordingly. Hence,
state budget funds, too, should be supplied for the national defense industry’s development first. This is
the financial guarantee ensuring the leading position of the national defense industry.

In the economic construction line of the military-first era, the national defense industry plays a leading
role in the overall economic development.

In the economic construction line of the military-first era, whose basis is the foremost development of the
national defense industry, the national defense industry plays the role of leading overall economic
development, including [the development of] heavy industry. Conventional wisdom has it that it was the
development of munitions production that delayed overall economic development. The basis for this is
that munitions products cannot be inducted into the reproduction process again. This, however, is based
on a one-dimensional understanding. The national defense industry of the military-first era plays the role
of leading and vigorously promoting overall people’s economic development.

This is because the development of the national defense industry brings about advancements in heavy
industry.

A sector that produces and supplies the means of production necessary for all sectors of the people’s
economy, such as machinery and equipment and raw and other materials, heavy industry guarantees
overall economic development. The national defense industry leads the development of the production of
the production means [as received] necessary for overall economic development by lending impetus to the
advancement of heavy industry.

The leading role of the national defense industry is shown by the dissemination of state-of-the-art science
and technology to various sectors of the people’s economy, including heavy industry.

High-level advancements of science and technology and the integration of science and technology and
production are important features of modern economies. That said, the speed and level of scientific and
technological development and the degree of bonding between science and technology and production
have certain characteristics depending on the economic sector. At the present time, those economic
sectors that are equipped with state-of-the-art equipment and technologies play the leading role in overall
economic development.

The national defense industry’s products are elaborate, and it produces high-performance munitions; as
such, it requires higher-level science and technology compared to any other economic sector. The national
defense industry is founded on the most superior scientific and technological capabilities and modern
technologies. This is one of its important characteristics. State-of-the-art technology is developed in the
national defense industry sector first. When cutting-edge technology is developed through advancements
in the national defense industry, it is introduced to and disseminated across civilian sectors. As a result,
the technological foundations of the entire people’s economy are improved, and the entire economy
advances together.

It can be said that in many cases, advancements in modern production capacities are made with
munitions production, which stands on the frontline of the development, modernization, and
informatization of state-of-the-art military science and technology, serving as the axis. The national
defense industry disseminates state-of-the-art science and technology across various sectors of the
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people’s economy, including heavy industry. For example, products of cutting-edge science like computers
were first introduced to the national defense industry field and were gradually used in civilian industries.

The state-of-the-art science and technology of the national defense industry sector are disseminated to
other sectors, particularly heavy industry, which shares commonalities [with the national defense
industry] in terms of material and technical characteristics. If the science and technology of one field are
to be disseminated to another sector, productive and technological commonalities between the sectors
need to be guaranteed. The national defense and heavy industries share a lot in common in terms of their
material and technical characteristics. The advanced technologies of the national defense industry,
therefore, are disseminated to the heavy industry sector first.

In capitalist societies, which are based on private ownership of the means of production, the scientific and
technological achievements of one sector cannot be disseminated to and popularized in other fields in a
timely manner owing to “trade secrets” or technology confidentiality. However, in socialist societies,
where the state commands and guides the country’s economy in a unified manner, based on public
ownership of the means of production, the scientific and technological achievements attained in the
national defense industry are disseminated to other sectors of the people’s economy, particularly heavy
industry, and modernize their material and technical foundations and lend impetus to heavy industry’s
development.

Advancements of the national defense industry rapidly increase the demand for heavy industry products.
Production can advance only when demand for it arises, irrespective of which production sector.
Inasmuch as the national defense industry is founded on heavy industry, the more the national defense
industry advances, the greater the demand that arises for heavy industry.

Production is carried out and adjusted in accordance with demand. One may say this is the general
requirement and tendency of economic development. In socialist societies, the creation of social demand
and the corollary development of social production take place harmoniously in a planned manner, and in
the military-first era, this lawful [happo’pch’ikcho’k; 3% 2] ] process occurs with the foremost
development of the national defense industry as the basis.

The foremost development of the national defense industry in the military-first era is based and premised
on the development of other sectors of the economy, particularly that of heavy industry. The basic factors
and the fundamental direction that define the development of all economic sectors are the production
demand raised by the national defense industry, which is advancing first. The demand for arms and
equipment, the basic components of military capabilities, defines for economic sectors the direction of
production and development, the quantitative and qualitative standards, and the number of [product]
varieties of first and intermediate products. The national defense industry continuously puts forward
demand for a variety of high-quality products.

The national defense industry not only requires massive expenditures of resources compared to any other
sector, it makes a strong demand for the qualitative standards of equipment and raw and other materials.
The development of the national defense industry, therefore, puts forward quantitative and qualitative
demand for heavy industry products like modern machinery and equipment that can guarantee a high
degree of precision. Along with that, it calls for accelerating technical reconstruction and modernization
so as to continuously raise the quality of the raw and other materials and parts produced by those sectors
connected to munitions production. Ultimately, the development of the national defense industry
positively lends impetus to the development of various sectors of the people’s economy, including heavy
industry.
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Realistically, the development of the people’s economy’s leading sectors, such as the metal, electric power,
and coal industries and railway transport, is being accelerated due to rapid advancements in the national
defense industry. In close connection with the national defense industry, the structure of heavy industry
sectors is being improved and perfected continuously, and the development of light industry and
agriculture also is being accelerated.

In the meantime, the development of the national defense industry in and of itself means, in short, the
development of heavy industry. The national defense industry and heavy industry share commonalities in
terms of their material and technical characteristics. As such, not a small number of [their] sectors can
produce heavy industry products and, if needed, military supplies as well. This shows that heavy industry
is the national defense industry and the national defense industry is heavy industry. Like this, the
development of the national defense industry promotes the development of heavy industry and plays the
role of leading overall people’s economic development by rapidly increasing the production of production
means required by all sectors of the people’s economy.

The issue of the national defense industry’s leading role has been illuminated uniquely, based on a new
viewpoint and opinion on the correlations between the national defense industry sector and general
economic sectors, and between munitions production and civilian production, which were established in
line with the demands of the military-first era.

The issue rising to the fore in relations among economic sectors in the military-first era is to give top
priority to the development of the economic sectors [that are relevant] for creating the physical conditions
for strengthening military capabilities, and for the state to provide that guarantee.

The position and role occupied by the national defense industry in the country’s overall economic
development have changed completely in the military-first era. The revolution’s fundamental interest of
safeguarding the country and nation’s sovereignty and socialism in a fierce showdown with imperialism
rises to the fore as the state’s supreme interest; the development and strengthening of the national
defense industry as the economic sector that creates the physical economic conditions for materializing
the demands of the military-first era arise as the primary strategic task in socialist economic construction.

The national defense industry is the economic sector that directly creates the physical economic
conditions for realizing the military-first era’s principle of placing importance on and giving precedence to
military affairs. Of course, heavy industry, light industry, and agriculture also contribute materially to the
realization of the military-first era’s demands, but they are not the economic sectors that directly produce
and supply weapons and combat technical equipment, the basic constituents of military capabilities. The
sector that must be put forward first in realizing the demands of the military-first era is the national
defense industry.

The economic sector that is developed first on a national scale is ultimately bound to play a leading role in
overall people’s economic development. Regarding the country’s economic foundation, unlike in the past,
in the military-first era, it is scientific to view the overall physical production foundation of the people’s
economy with the national defense industry in a leading position. The foremost development of the
national defense industry serves as the basis of socialist economic construction in the military-first era.
The leading role of the national defense industry in the overall people’s economic development of the
military-first era, in short, is inevitably defined by the position of the national defense industry, to which
priority is given in a socialist economy.
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The military-first era’s socialist economic construction line, which has materialized the military-first idea
of Juche, scientifically elucidates the leading role of the national defense industry in the overall people’s
economic development.

The demand of the times has matured for the leading role of the national defense industry. Not only that,
the leading role of the national defense industry is premised on a high level of its [the national defense
industry’s] own development so that it can lead all the economic sectors while getting ahead.

During the period of the anti-Japanese armed struggle, great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung created the
origin of a self-supporting national defense industry that resolved [the issue of] arms with its own
strength. In post-liberation ruins, it founded the first arms industry and made submachine guns with its
own strength; during the fatherland’s liberation war, it further expanded its own arms industry. In the
1960s, it carried out the work of modernizing the People’s Army’s arms and equipment on a large scale
with its own strength and technology. In particular, the party’s revolutionary line of simultaneously
carrying on economic construction and national defense construction was thoroughly materialized,
thereby achieving fundamental progress in giving shape to a self-supporting and modern national defense
industry. In the 1970s, it continuously developed into a powerful national defense industry that realized
the localization of arms and equipment based on a solid foundation of a national defense industry
equipped with a self-supporting system, and produced and supplied at a high level the modern weapons
and combat technical equipment that firmly guaranteed, technically and structurally, the principle of self-
defense in national defense. Accordingly, the self-supporting national defense industry came to take the
most important place in the socialist economic structure.

Coping with the severe situation of the 1990s, when [the DPRK] was waging a battle to safeguard
socialism in a fierce confrontation with the imperialist allied forces, great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il put
forward the national defense industry as the lifeline of wealthy and powerful fatherland construction and
made sure that [we] directed primary efforts toward it. As a result, the leading role of the national defense
industry is being firmly guaranteed in overall people’s economic development, in line with the demands of
the military-first era, based on the self-supporting national defense industry’s firm foundation and special
economic structure, which have already been established.
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