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[Translator’s note: All instances of "powerful socialist state" in this article refer to sahoejuu’i
kangso’'ngdaeguk, or A} 3] 7=2] 7143 v =]

Today, our party and people are advancing powerfully with the flames of the new revolutionary great
upsurge burning high, in order to put up a doorplate of a powerful socialist state in 2012, which marks the
birth centennial of great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung. Our party, army, and people, who have risen up in a
general assault, general offensive action, and general life-or-death battle for the construction of a
powerful socialist state, are creating a new leap forward and innovation by following the great general’s
military-first revolutionary leadership.

The struggle to build a powerful socialist state is, in short, a struggle of implementing our party’s
economic construction line of the military-first era. Thorough implementation of the military-first era’s
economic construction line—herein lies a firm material guarantee for building a powerful socialist state,
where national power is strong, everything thrives, and the people are well off, without anything to envy
in the world.

In order to thoroughly implement the military-first era’s economic construction line, it is important to
advance the national defense industry first. This is because the development of heavy industry serves as
the foundation of the national defense industry’s development.

The development of heavy industry serves as the foundation of the national defense industry’s
development because, above all, the national defense and heavy industries are closely connected in an
inseparable way.

Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il pointed out the following: “The national defense industry and heavy
industry are closely connected in an inseparable way.”

The national defense industry and heavy industry belong to a domain called the industries. Among the
industries, those that produce military supplies like weapons are [part of] the national defense industry,
and those that produce the means of production like machinery and equipment are [part of] heavy
industry. This means that the industries are divided into the national defense industry and heavy
industry, depending on what they produce.

The national defense industry and heavy industry both belong to one domain called the industries, but
there are certain differences [between the two].

The difference between the national defense industry and heavy industry is that the kinds of goods
produced are different. The national defense industry sector produces all types of combat technical
equipment, such as guns necessary for strengthening the country’s defense capabilities, as well as all types
of military supplies necessary for military service, such as military uniforms. Hence, there are no military
supplies that are not produced, ranging from military uniforms for soldiers to all types of weapons, in the
national defense industry sector. Those products that are produced in the national defense industry sector
can be used only for military purposes.
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The heavy industry sector, on the other hand, produces labor tools such as machines and equipment, and
goods that are objects of labor, such as raw and other materials. The labor tools and objects of labor,
goods produced in the heavy industry sector, are used as labor tools and objects of labor in the national
defense industry, light industry, and the agricultural sector for producing goods in the said sectors. The
goods produced in the heavy industry sector, therefore, are used by all sectors of the people’s economy,
such as the national defense industry and heavy industry.

Ultimately, this means the labor tools and objects of labor necessary for the national defense industry are
produced and supplied by the heavy industry sector. This shows that the national defense industry is
founded on heavy industry and that one cannot think about the development of the national defense
industry independently of the development of heavy industry.

This, however, does not mean the national defense industry only receives from heavy industry without
making contributions to the development of heavy industry. When a country’s national defense industry
advances, it in turn brings about the development of heavy industry. When the national defense industry
makes advancements, this sector’s state-of-the-art science and technology are disseminated to various
sectors of the people’s economy, including heavy industry; demand for heavy industry products grows
rapidly; and the development of heavy industry is promoted. This means that the national defense
industry and heavy industry are in a mutually interdependent relationship in terms of their development.

That said, only when heavy industry is developed first can the national defense industry’s development be
achieved based on that. For that reason, we say heavy industry’s development forms the basis of the
national defense industry’s development.

The national defense industry and heavy industry share commonalities in terms of their material and
technical characteristics, too.

In terms of the arms industry that forms the basis of the national defense industry, it is the machine
industry. The machine industry is one part of heavy industry, but when it produces arms, it becomes [part
of] the national defense industry. The same applies to other heavy industries, such as the metal industry
or chemical industry, as well. For that reason, we say that heavy industry is the national defense industry,
and the national defense industry is heavy industry.

Next, heavy industry’s development forms the basis of the national defense industry’s development
because the foremost development of the national defense industry is premised on the foremost
development of heavy industry.

The national defense industry’s development is premised on the foremost development of heavy industry
because, first, when the heavy industry sector smoothly produces and supplies the fuel, power,
equipment, and materials required by the national defense industry can the national defense industry be
developed rapidly.

The national defense industry produces various types of military supplies, such as weapons and military
uniforms, with a lot of raw and other materials and equipment. Such fuel, power, equipment, and

materials required by the national defense industry are produced by heavy industry.

If heavy industry does not produce and supply the fuel, raw materials, equipment, and materials required
by the national defense industry, the national defense industry cannot produce military supplies. If the
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national defense industry is unable to produce military supplies like shells, [we] cannot strengthen the
military capabilities for defending the sovereignty of the country and nation. If military capabilities are
weak, the country will once again be subjected to imperialist colonial subordination.

The development of the national defense industry, therefore, may be said to be premised on the foremost
development of heavy industry. Realistically, [we] have been able to build our mighty national defense
industry because our party in the past has thoroughly implemented the basic line of socialist economic
construction and firmly guaranteed the foremost development of heavy industry.

Moreover, the development of the national defense industry is premised on the foremost development of
heavy industry because the foremost development of the national defense industry necessarily calls for the
foremost development of heavy industry, which serves the national defense industry.

Generally, the heavy industry sector may be called an industrial sector that produces the means of
production. For that reason, heavy industry may be classified into production means-producing sectors
for producing the means of production, and production means-producing sectors for producing consumer
goods.

The basic line of socialist economic construction of developing heavy industry first and simultaneously
advancing light industry and agriculture called for the foremost development of the production of
production means for the production of production means [as received]. When the production of
production means for the production of production means [as received] is developed first can production
be increased rapidly and can the overall socialist economic construction be accelerated vigorously by
supplying production means to production means-producing sectors and consumer goods-producing
sectors.

In heavy industry, however, there is no one sector that produces the means of production for increasing
the national defense industry sector’s production. That has to do with the fact that the national defense
industry and heavy industry share commonalities in terms of their material and technical characteristics.

Hence, when [we] say the foremost development of heavy industry, which serves the national defense
industry, it means, among heavy industry’s production means-producing sectors, developing first the
production of production means that serve the munitions production sectors rather than the production
of production means that serve the civilian production sectors. The foremost development of the
production of production means that serve the munitions production sectors means producing and
supplying first the labor tools, such as machinery and equipment, and the objects of labor, such as raw
and other materials and fuel, that are necessary for the development of the national defense industry.
When heavy industry produces and supplies first those means of production necessary for the national
defense industry can the national defense industry sector prepare our People’s Army into an invincible
powerful army by normalizing production and smoothly producing and supplying arms and equipment
and military supplies.

In the end, when heavy industry first develops the heavy industries that serve the national defense
industry can [we] thoroughly implement our party’s economic construction line of the military-first era of
advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing the national defense industry
first.

The development of the national defense industry is also premised on the foremost development of heavy
industry because the backdrop of the military-first era’s economic construction line is the basic line of
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economic construction on advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing the
heavy industry first.

Great leader Comrade Kim Il Sung convened the Sixth Plenum of the party Central Committee in August
Juche 42 (1953), one month after the war ended, and presented our party’s basic line of economic
construction on advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing heavy industry
first. In advancing heavy industry, our party put forward as the fundamental principle the advancement of
heavy industry not simply for the sake of heavy industry but for most effectively serving light industry and
agriculture’s development and the people’s livelihood. The basic line of economic construction on
advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing heavy industry first was a just
economic construction line for creating a solid guarantee capable of rapidly boosting all people’s economic
sectors, which were severely destroyed due to the war, and rapidly improving the people’s living
standards, which had gone to ruins.

The country’s national defense industry also advanced rapidly in the process of implementing the basic
line of economic construction on developing heavy industry first.

Based on a scientific analysis of the prevailing situation, great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il assimilated
and developed the basic line of socialist economic construction on advancing light industry and
agriculture simultaneously while developing heavy industry first, into the military-first era’s economic
construction line of advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing the national
defense industry first, in line with the demands of the military-first era. The line of advancing light
industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing the national defense industry first, therefore, is
a line that is based on the successes attained in the past by implementing the basic line of socialist
economic construction, and the backdrop of this line is the basic line of economic construction on
advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing heavy industry first.

Our party’s economic construction line of the military-first era is a line of assimilating and developing the
basic line of socialist economic construction in line with the demands of the military-first era and the new
era of the Juche revolution, the new high stage of our revolution’s development, and more brilliantly
materializing it at a new level. It is also a bold and grandiose economic construction line for the
construction of a powerful socialist state, which will achieve an unprecedentedly great leap forward and
great change in the revolution and construction.

We should thoroughly implement the military-first era’s economic construction line of advancing light
industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing the national defense industry first by
continuing to channel great efforts toward the development of heavy industry. Heavy industry is the basic
foundation of a self-supporting national economy. When [we] advance heavy industry can [we] develop
the national defense industry, light industry, and agriculture and can [we] firmly consolidate the material
foundations of powerful state [kangso’ngdaeguk; 7/d =] construction. How [we] map out a plan of
operations for and organize heavy industry’s advancement, and how strongly we forge ahead with it arises
as a key issue in the implementation of the economic construction line of the military-first era. For that
reason, we must continue to pay great attention to the development of heavy industry and direct great
efforts toward it.

In order to advance the national defense industry first, [we] must first further advance heavy industry into
heavy industry for the national defense industry.

To say that one will advance the national defense industry without the development of heavy industry is
analogous to saying one will build a castle in the air. Even if one advances heavy industry, one should first
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develop heavy industry that serves the national defense industry, not heavy industry for the sake of heavy
industry.

When [we] first advance heavy industry sectors that serve munitions production and raise their
productivity can [we] sufficiently produce and supply the various types of materials required by the
national defense industry, such as fuel, power, iron and steel, nonferrous metal materials, and chemical
materials, as well as modern machinery and equipment. Sufficiently supplying the various types of
materials called for by the national defense sector, such as fuel, power, and iron and steel, as well as
modern equipment, is a mandatory requirement for implementing the military-first era’s economic
construction line of developing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while advancing the national
defense industry first.

[We] cannot implement the demands of the military-first era’s economic construction line on advancing
the national defense industry first without supplying in a timely manner the raw and other materials and
equipment needed by the national defense industry sector. That said, our heavy industry should not
become heavy industry that produces and supplies only those materials and equipment needed by the
national defense industry sector.

We should develop the country’s entire economy in line with the demands of the era of the information
industry and sufficiently guarantee the people’s material and cultural demands. To do so, our heavy
industry should be developed into heavy industry that serves the national defense industry first while also
serving light industry and agriculture. Only then can [we] thoroughly implement the military-first era’s
economic construction line of developing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while advancing
the national defense industry first.

Second, in order to advance the national defense industry first, the metal, electric power, and coal
industries and the railway transport sector must be developed rapidly.

The metal, electric power, and coal industries and the railway transport sector are heavy industry sectors
and are also the leading sectors and basic industrial sectors of the people’s economy. If the leading sectors
and basic industrial sectors of the people’s economy do not rally, the national defense industry will be
seriously encumbered, and the country’s economy will not be able to step into a normal track. Hence, to
advance the national defense industry first, the heavy industry sector, too, should rapidly advance the
leading sectors and the basic industrial sectors of the people’s economy.

In order to advance the leading sectors and the basic industrial sectors of the people’s economy quickly,
[we] must [accelerate] the construction of large-size hydroelectric power plants as well as the construction
of small- and medium-size power plants in the provinces, operate thermoelectric power plants to the full,
and effectively utilize and conserve to the maximum the produced electric power. At the same time, [we]
must supply electric power, equipment, and materials to coal mines in a concentrated manner,
concentrate efforts on important large-size coal mines, and increase coal production by not letting even
the small- and medium-size coal mines go idle. Not only that, [we] must popularize the Juche iron-based
steel production method perfected by the functionaries, technicians, and workers of the Songjin Iron and
Steel Complex, normalize steel production at a high level, and smoothly produce and supply the steel
required by the national defense industry sector. Moreover, [we] must smoothly meet the rising demand
for transport by carrying on railway service and transport organization.
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Third, in order to advance the national defense industry first, [we] must also exert due efforts on other
industrial sectors such as the machine and chemical industries, and advance cutting-edge industry sectors
such as the electronics industry and the information industry.

The machine industry is a part of heavy industry, but if it produces arms, it becomes [part of] the national
defense industry. The same goes for the chemical industry and other heavy industry sectors as well.
Accordingly, [we] must also direct due efforts toward the development of other heavy industry sectors,
such as the machine and chemical industries. Only then can [we] smoothly supply the various types of
equipment and materials required for the foremost development of the national defense industry.

Combat technical equipment, such as modern weapons, are all digitized and informatized weapons and
combat technical equipment. In order to develop the national defense industry first, therefore, [we] must
accelerate the development of the electronics and information industries, which produce and supply
cutting-edge equipment and materials to the national defense industry sector, including electronic
equipment and elements and machine tools and programs where CNC-ification [CNC: computer
numerical control] has been realized.

The line of advancing light industry and agriculture simultaneously while developing the national defense
industry first is a strategic line for socialist economic construction that [we] should consistently take hold
of and advance in the military-first era; it is also an economic construction line that firmly guarantees,
materially and economically, the realization of our party’s military-first revolutionary leadership and
military-first politics. We should build powerful heavy industry by rapidly advancing heavy industry, the
basis of the foremost development of the national defense industry, and raise the country’s military
capabilities to the highest state by smoothly supplying the People’s Army’s arms and equipment and
combat technical equipment.
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