Correctly Clarifying the Status of the National Defense Industry Is an Important Issue That
Has Strategic Significance for the Construction of a Socialist Economy
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Great leader Comrade Kim Jong Il instructed as follows:

“We must never try to demolish our self-supporting economic foundations and special economic
structure, which are based on our own heavy industry and where the munitions industry takes an
important place. We cannot resolve economic issues or people’s livelihood issues, nor can we defend the
country, apart from our heavy industry and our munitions industry.” (Selected Works of Kim Jong Il,
Enlarged Edition, Volume 19, 207.)

Scientifically clarifying the position that the national defense industry occupies in the construction of a
socialist economy is an important issue that holds strategic significance for the country’s economic
development.

The issue of the national defense industry’s position in the construction of a socialist economy needs to be
correctly explained because, first, only when this issue is clarified can the basic direction of socialist
economic construction be set correctly.

In order to conduct socialist economic construction without bias, the basic direction of economic
construction should be set correctly.

Setting the basic direction of socialist economic construction means determining the core that should be
seized consistently throughout or at a certain stage of the economic construction; prioritizing between the
leading sectors and economic sectors; and setting the goals that must be met.

In setting the basic direction of socialist economic construction today, correctly clarifying the issue of the
positions and roles that the basic sectors of the economy—the national defense, heavy, and light industries
and agriculture—occupy and play in economic construction arises as a priority issue. Here, the issue of the
positions and roles taken and played by the heavy industry, light industry, and agricultural sectors in
economic construction does not arise as a particular point of contention due to the characteristics and
missions of those said sectors.

The national defense, heavy, and light industries and agriculture are basic economic sectors, none of
which should be neglected; but considering the requirements of the times today, newly clarifying the
position of the national defense industry arises as a particularly important issue. This has to do with the
fact that the significance the development of the national defense industry holds in strengthening national
defense capabilities for safeguarding the country’s sovereignty and peace and in developing the entire
economy is unusually great, unlike the individual economic sectors like the heavy and light industries and
agriculture.

According to existing notions, the effects of munitions production on civilian production have been
regarded as being limited effects on the overall economic development and as delaying economic
development. This was based on the grounds that munitions products cannot be inducted into the
reproduction cycle again and that investment in munitions production is unproductive investment.
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If we were to subscribe to past views on the position and role of the national defense industry in economic
construction, we cannot meet the demands made of the economic construction sector in this day and age
and thus, we cannot set the basic direction of socialist economic construction that is in line with the
demands of the current era. Arising from this is the need to newly clarify the issue of the national defense
industry’s position in socialist economic construction.

Correct clarification of the issue of the national defense industry’s position in socialist economic
construction also is needed because only when this issue is correctly clarified can the national defense
industry’s relationship with the heavy and light industries and agriculture be defined correctly.

The national defense industry is an industrial sector that produces munitions required to strengthen the
country’s national defense capabilities—in short, all the materials necessary for maintaining the military
and conducting combat, such as weapons, ammunition, and military uniforms.

The heavy industry sector is a sector that primarily produces the means of production. As such, only when
the heavy industry is advanced can the national defense and light industries and agriculture also be
developed, and can the material and economic foundations for socialist economic foundations be firmly
solidified.

The light industry and agriculture are sectors that resolve the issues of consumer goods and food
necessary for the people’s livelihood. As such, these sectors are indispensable for systematically improving
the people’s living standards.

As can be seen, the national defense, heavy, and light industries and agriculture all equally have key
significance in the construction of national defense and socialist economy as well as in the improvement
of the people’s living standards, and not one sector can be neglected.

The problem is how to define the correlation among the important sectors of the people’s economy that
hold key significance in the construction of national defense and socialist economy and in the
improvement of the people’s living standards. In other words, it is addressing the questions of which
among the national defense, heavy, and light industries and agriculture to attach importance to and put in
the first place, and which sectors to subject to it, and of how to rationally strike a balance among these
sectors. These questions cannot be answered without scientific clarification of the position occupied by
the national defense industry in socialist economic construction.

If we were to turn away from the demands of the era and made light of the position of the national defense
industry, the leading sectors of economic construction would be defined differently. Then we would not be
able to defend the gains of the revolution against the enemies’ violation, and irrevocably grave
consequences will be generated in socialist economic construction and the people’s livelihood.

For this reason, the great general [Kim Jong I1] sagaciously saw through the strategic significance of
correctly clarifying the issue of the national defense industry’s position in the socialist economic
construction field and for the first time in history provided the most perfect explanation about this issue.

The great general clarified that our national defense industry is the pillar of the self-supporting national
economy, the lifeline of socialist economic construction, and the forefront of the great upsurge.

The great general presented the idea of placing importance on the national defense industry and giving

priority to it over all other economic sectors based on the new scientific clarification of the position taken
by the national defense industry in socialist economic construction. As a result, the issue of how to set the
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basic direction of today’s socialist economic construction has at last become perfectly clarified, and a firm
guide has been provided that enables us to develop the country’s economy in the most stable and
continuous manner.

Keyword: position of the national defense industry

38 NORTH



A
it

kAL | A 717 EH % 19871 | ISSN

] <7d Al A +> 20181

&

=
=

13. | 23 2] DPRK PYONGYANG | 3] %) ¥} 8}u

A=A |
1683-996

419

&3} o] A

=

A A A

To

oF

A=,

Ho

Aol 7]

(A1 9l

Al A

}

ol o}

)

=i
o A

1

a7 A7

A 92 A

Y

SEyth) ((HFALAXF) SR A19H 2077 A])
] 5]

-

M= T8
A

=

=

o7 A%

=
T

cERSEREEZEE

R3] 71 7 4| 2 o

A} 5 2] 7 A 7
&7 5] o] of A}3]
NEEEREE:

A} 5 2] 7 2 71 %

S

oy
Ho
‘_Iryv
e
Mo
T

749}

s

o A=A

xn

o

7] X

A

o]

il
-
oa
Ho

Ho
T
=y

Ho
Nfo

—

o] 7] 9]

g

A= A 7]

=]
LN

==
1o

B

)

o

{
W
0

il
) NF
A=

_L_l
£
o X
NS

oy
Ho o

ﬁo

oF
X
o)
R
o Mo
mmO
s
=
sl
=

Ho —
Nlo o
™o
31 oh
mo a-
o

o~

38 NORTH



o] Alt7}

o=
- =

the

T}, o] 58] A}3] 5= 2] 7 A 71/ o] A]
o] A7) = Al At

A

1 52

A 357 ol v 8l oF

=
=

o 491w A S

A} 5 2] A7

eI

&f g s oF

=

AF3) 52 A A A A ol 4] gl o] 2] 9] 8A

»AO
;O.ﬂ

Mo

el

Mo

ol A

7AO
Loo

T

=

= AbS o) A A, <

SEEERE

=
T

A= =g 2 AL

=]
LN

oy
Ho
Nfo
ey
oy
Ho

=)

H

bol =

S

ol o}, ThA

Al

122 ol Fom o

b 3

S

}

0]
yal

A el o

-
T

2

°

o) 7 A 7126l 4] 2

=
T

& sie] AHg

O
aip

ol

o

il

m}

B

A A Al =

o
py
N

g

X

o
wer

]

2l W9 Qs e nye

Zeoly 1

A1 79 4 A 214 7

)
—_

ol

;OL

A8 7 0] 7 A 7 B okell A 3] o) X $1 B Aol o

Ao AN
wo] 744

I

-©]

' o

be

R8s

3} A

A =
g o

Al

Els
o)
=

= ol

Jell o

9=
SR

-
s

g o] %43}
o] 1 oj=

I

i
3A

=
al

—~
o

o)A Al
e

__|z__
o

AA A3)
=

ey
e

o

o
=
2]

= o
oF W

38 NORTH



A A BFA] © =2 % OE—A}QT,]ﬁ;q]ﬁ/H/] AR R I
Wa 8 wAl B0 teke) S 7
& 7 4o] sha sl Al =9,

38 NORTH



